
 

COIL COMPONENTS AND AIRFLOW DEFINITIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Coils can have the supply and return 

headers on the same end of the coil or 
the opposite ends of the coil.  For such 
designs, establish the coil hand based on 
which end of the coil the fluid enters.  
Then note that the coil has the supply 
header and the return header at opposite 
ends of the coil. If not specified the coil is 
assumed to have both headers on the 
same end. 
 
For horizontal air flow the coil hand is 
determined by facing the coil in the 
direction of air flow.  A right-hand coil has 
the coil connections on the right end of 
the coil; a left-hand coil has the 
connections on the left end.  If the coil is 
to be mounted with the tubes vertical, 
additional headers are needed to provide 
air venting and fluid draining of all the coil 
tubes. 
 
For vertical air flow it is important to know 
if the air flow is vertical up or vertical 
down, and the location of the header 
connections (along the horizontal header) 
when looking at the header end of the 
coil. 
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